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faith, concealed the brutality of the process only from the
simple-minded,

This was roughly the interpretation which Hugenberg's
Conservative opponents among us country folk placed on the
huge posters covering the hoardings of our small towns,
showing a great spider in a web spun over unhappy Germany.
The split among the German Conservatives was a gloomy
omen of the coming surrender to the Nazis. We must not
overlook the fact that the subsequent lack of restraint
evinced by Conservatives in their dealings with the Nazis
originated from the confusion and lack of unity concerning
a Conservative policy.

I myself called Hugenberg the grave-digger of the Con-
servative Party. But it would be unjust to term him a
reactionary in the ordinary sense of the word. The situation
is far more serious, indeed, more tragic. This intelligent
politician and great organizer did not mould his ideas and
plans in a reactionary spirit, in order to compel the restora-
tion of discarded, out-of-date conditions. He is certainly a
patriot. He is a Christian, as far as one can judge* He is
certainly not the selfish business politician propaganda
makes him out to be. He is personally unassuming. He is
not even ambitious, in the ordinary sense of the word. It
was not merely the craftiness of his tactics, or the means at
his disposal as a politician, that became his bane, but his
political, or better, perhaps, his philosophical outlook,
Hugenberg is secretly convinced that there can be no more
Conservatism in the old and genuine sense. To desire to be
a Conservative in this time of the great universal world-
revolution is tantamount to committing suicide,

I did not realize the depth of resigned scepticism under-
lying this man's political aims until long after I had broken
personally with the German Nationalists. This does not
imply that I have so changed my judgment of him as to be
ready to become his apologist. No one can absolve him
from responsibility for a share in the catastrophe. What I
would say is this: EDagenberg is not the grave-digger of
German Conservatism because he is a reactionary,, but
because he is a revolutionary. It is true that lie has not the
iwolutdonary tenfcperament; he is a revolutionary by
deliberate choice, prompted by his resigned scepticism.